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Dear Congregation,

The Hudsonville Reformed Church Mission Ministry
Team encourages you to use this handbook in getting to
know our missionaries better. Please use this as a tool
to write and pray for each missionary. On the last

page you will find the birthdays and anniversaries of

all our missionaries sorted for you by each month.

We feel that HRC is a caring community of believers,
committed to following Chri
reflecting His love through our actions as we minister
within and outside of our church.

Blessings,
The Mission Ministry Team
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Birthdays: Keith and Mary

Mary: May 28 Beavon
Keith: August 5 SIL-B.P. 1299
Yaounda, Cameroon

Wedding Anniversary:

June 8, 1974 West Africa

Keith Beavon@sil.org
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Keith and Mary Beavon have served witlycliffe Bible Translators in Cameroon, Central Africa

since 1976. They arrived in Cameroon in January of that year with a two-widntifant, Virginia.

Shortly after arriving there they moved to a remote town in the large tropical forest of the Congo River
Basin. There they learned a Bantu language which had never been written. Over a period of many years
they were able to develop an alphabet and a dictionary for this language. They also studied the grammar
of the language and the customs of the community so that they could help the few Christians there
translate the New Testament into their language. This New Testament for the Nzime people is now
widely used throughout the area by both protestants and Roman Catholics. Work on the Old Testament
is being done by the people themselves and is progressing slowly.

During their many years in Cameroon, they also helped the Wycliffe community and the Cameroonian
people by travelling around to survey the language situation in Cameroon. There are more than 250
languages spoken there. Keith gave direction to the translation department of the Cameroon branch of
Woycliffe, and helped to train Cameroonians and other expatriates to master the principles of translation
so that they could also do quality Bible translation. Keith has a degree from Calvin Seminary and has
checked many New Testament translations to verify that they accurately convey the meaning of the
original Greeks texts.

Mary has helped Keith with both the translation work and the literacy work. Together they have trained
many literacy workers who now travel throughout their home area teaching people how to read and
write their own language. She also helped teach their own three children as well as helping to teach other
missionary children. Keith and Mary have three adult children of which one of them, Virginia, is also a
Wycliffe Bible translator. Virginia and her husband, Joshua Ham, work in the African country of Benin.

In addition to helping the Nzime people produce their New Testament, they worked with the Badwee
people who now also have a New Testament. Keith and Mary helped them build an office which serves
as a literacy center where others can come to study and to learn to read

Currently Keith is working as the director for language programs in Cameroon and as the direc-
tor of the technical studies departments such as the literacy, translation, linguistic and anthropology de-
partments. Mary is working as an advisor to a few Bible translation projects in the southeast part of
Cameroon.
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RCA Missionary Linn Geegh Gann

e P.O. Box 8445
Holland M| 49422
Send cards to this address
because she divides her tim
between Holland, Ml & India.

Linn (Geegh) Gann

gannhope@eaql.net

Birthday: March 8
Geegh Nursery in

Madanapalle,
South India

India captured my heart in 1998 when | first visited the Geegh Nursery School that my aunt
Mary Geegh started. In addition to raising support for the school and for their feeding pro-
gram, | work with empowerment programs for the poor through tailoring skills training and a
Give-a-Cow Program that provides income generation for the rural poor. In all our work, we
are able to share with others the love of Christ in tangible ways and help them to help
themselves. In 2004, | began serving with the RCA

through Mission Partners International and since

2008 began serving as RCA Missionary Consultant

to the Church of South India. On behalf of those

hom you have helped and prayed for, a heartfelt

thank you for your partnership in this ministry.

Mary Geegh
My interest in India began as a child when my great aunt Mary Geegh, who was home on furlough, told
stories about her life and work in India . Mary served in India from 1924-1963 as a Reformed Church in
America (RCA) missionary to the Arcot Mission area. The old Arcot Mission area is approximately the
size of New Jersey and Rhode Island and encompasses Vellore , Rayalaseema and Madras Dioceses.

In 1998, when Mary was 100 years old, | had the privilege of bringing donations to a nursery school she
had started. Soon after this visit | became involved with other development projects on the mission com-
pound. What struck me most was the fact that there were 2,200 poor children attending the mission
schools, just on this one compound. Many of the mission institutions are over one hundred years old, and
their buildings are in deteriorating condition, with leaky roofs, broken window frames, and cracked foun-
dations. There are many such compounds in the

former Arcot Mission area where thousands of the

poorest of the poor children today still receive an

education.
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